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Introduction

Note to customers previewing this guidebook

If you are previewing this guidebook in advance of purchase, please check out our enhanced 
preview, which will give you a deeper look at this guidebook.

This Approach Guide profiles the Last Supper frescoes of Florence, a veritable treasure trove of 
exceptionally well-preserved, high quality masterpieces from the Gothic, Renaissance, and 
Mannerist periods.  The result of a thriving monastic community during the years of 1335-1582, 
the center of Florence holds a large number of Last Supper frescoes painted by some of Italy’s most 
famous artists.

In this guide we trace the stylistic transformation of these frescoes over a 250-year peri-
od from 1335-1582 by examining nine of the most important Last Supper frescoes by artists Gaddi, 
Orcagna, Ghirlandaio, Castagno, Perugino, Franciabigio, Sarto, and Allori.  For each, we point out 
what makes it unique, how it was influenced by frescoes that came before, and how it influenced 
those that followed.  

As critical part of this guidebook, we also profile Leonardo da Vinci’s iconic Last Supper 
fresco in Milan (1496-98), with a focus on how its innovations went on to shape later Florentine 
representations.  Since Leonardo’s work occurs roughly at the midpoint of our timeline of reference, 
we can assess work before and after its completion, thereby discerning its impact.

Contact us anytime

Our readers are our greatest inspiration. Email us at founders@approachguides.com to let us know 
about your experience with Approach Guides — many of our recent updates have been inspired by 
customers like you. We personally respond to every email. 

We hope you enjoy what we believe is a totally unique cultural guide to one of Florence’s magnifi-
cent contributions to the world of art. 

Have a great trip!

David and Jennifer Raezer
Founders, Approach Guides

http://aprch.us/prev-last-suppers
http://aprch.us/prev-last-suppers
mailto:founders%40approachguides.com?subject=Feedback%20on%20Approach%20Guides%20-%20Florence%20Last%20Suppers


3. San Apollonia (Castagno) *

Painted: 1447

Artist: Andrea del Castagno

Style: Renaissance

Location: Museo del Cenacolo di San Apollonia (Via XVII Aprile, 1).  See map section. 

Castagno’s Last Supper, San Apollonia.

Highlights

•	 This is the first Renaissance style Last Supper representation in Florence and a 
very powerful one. 

•	 The crucifixion scene has lost its dominance, as the Last Supper has assumed an 
equivalent share of the space on the wall.  It is also worth noting that the crucifixion is 
also accompanied on the upper wall by two flanking depictions: the entombment and the res-
urrection.  The inclusion of these two incremental depictions serves to humanize the figure of 
Christ, consistent with Renaissance thinking.     

•	 For the first time, consistent with the Renaissance style, all of the figures are anchored 
firmly in architectural space; Castagno does this by placing the table and apostles within 
a well-rendered architectural niche.  

•	 Castagno further employs extreme foreshortening; for a great example of his masterly 
foreshortening technique, note the figure on the left with his hand on his chin. 

•	 The color palette is brighter and more vibrant than prior depictions; and harsher in 
tone that later depictions. 

•	 A “lightning bolt” in the painted marble panel behind the apostles indicates the figure of Ju-



das, and with it, the shock of his future betrayal. 
•	 The figures are extremely masculine and sculptural.  Castagno was highly influenced 

by the sculptor, Donatello (1386-1466).
•	 While the poses of the individual figures are powerful, the apparent interaction among 

figures is minimal and they remain largely discrete and non-overlapping; they are ren-
dered as a series of individuals rather than as a cohesive group.

A Leonardo review

As we are keeping score of pre- and post-Leonardo elements, here is a summary:

•	 Hand gestures are slightly more reserved, as there is greater focus on facial expressions.
•	 All figures are sitting.
•	 John is “asleep”.
•	 Judas is on the opposite side of the table.  
•	 There is no clustering of apostles (discussed above). 
•	 The table is rectangular. 

Castagno’s Last Supper, close up, San Apollonia.



4. Ognissanti (Ghirlandaio) *  

Painted: 1480

Artist: Domenico Ghirlandaio

Style: Renaissance

Location: Ognissanti (Borgo Ognissanti, 42).  See map section.

Ghirlandaio’s Last Supper, Ognissanti.  

Highlights

•	 The crucifixion has been replaced entirely and the Last Supper stands as the 
only depiction.  This replacement is final: the crucifixion will not reappear again as part of 
the Last Supper tradition in Florence.  

•	 Architectural space assumes a particularly high priority, with the figures almost 
relegated to secondary importance.  It appears to be an expertly executed exercise in three-
dimensional perspective.  

•	 The scene has changed, as the Last Supper now appears to be occurring in a veranda of 
sorts, with lush vegetation and wildlife nearby.  This is the first introduction of the 
natural, outside world into Last Supper depictions.  Further, natural light and the open win-
dows are a highlight; in fact, Judas appears to be looking outside.  

•	 Facial expressions are the primary source of narrative; hand gestures are mini-



Leonardo’s Last Supper, Santa Maria delle Grazie, Milan.

A Review 

High-resolution image of the Last Supper by Leonardo da Vinci

http://aprch.us/leonardo

Arrangement of figures

The order of figures (by the placement of each person’s head), from left to right is the following: 
Bartholomew, James (son of Alphaeus), Andrew, Judas Iscariot, Peter, John, Jesus, Thomas, James 
the Greater, Philip, Matthew, Jude Thaddeus, and Simon the Zealot.

Ambiguity in duality

•	 Betrayal announcement versus Eucharistic conversion.  Although conventional wis-
dom has it that Leonardo chose to capture the moment immediately after Christ’s announce-
ment that “one of you will betray me” (based on the fact that Christ’s right hand is portrayed 
dipping into the same plate as Judas, who recoils), it seems equally plausible that there was 
a second thing occurring at the same instant: the Eucharistic conversion of wine into blood 

http://aprch.us/leonardo


Free Updates

We are constantly updating and improving our guidebooks with new content, images, and author 
tips.  One of the benefits of being a digital (and independent) publisher is that we are able to release 
updated versions of our guidebooks to our existing customers for free.  

Author tip: The easiest way to make sure you have the latest version is to sign up to get noti-
fied of updates by email (no spam, promise!).   

How do I find out if I have the latest version of this guide? 

•	 Look on the title page of your guidebook to find its version number.  
•	 Then simply visit http://www.approachguides.com/updates where we list the latest version 

numbers for each guidebook.  

How do I get the latest version? 

•	 If you discover that you do not have the latest version, getting an updated version is easy.  
•	 Visit http://www.approachguides.com/updates for detailed download instructions. 

http://aprch.us/signup
http://aprch.us/signup
http://www.approachguides.com/updates
http://www.approachguides.com/updates
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About Approach Guides

Approach Guides offers a complete range of cultural travel guidebooks to locations throughout the 
world.  Find a guide for your next destination at www.approachguides.com

Join the Approach Guides travel community 
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Contact us anytime

The greatest people we meet are the ones who find us through our guidebooks. Email us at found-
ers@approachguides.com to let us know about your experience with Approach Guides — many of 
our recent updates have been inspired by customers like you. We personally respond to every email. 

Check out our wine guide for the iPhone, iPod Touch, and iPad at www.agwine.com
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Praise for Approach Guides

Compulsive (and compulsively informed) travelers, the Raezers are the masterminds behind 
the downloadable Approach Guides, which are filled with a university course-worth of history 
and insights for 62 destinations worldwide.  Why we love it.  The Raezers share our desire for 
deep, well-researched information on the wonders of the world.

Travel + Leisure

What started as one couple’s travel notes aimed at filling in the gaps in guidebooks has become 
ApproachGuides.com — a menu of downloadable travel guides that cover cultural and histori-
cal topics of interest to thoughtful travelers.  What’s hot: Bite-sized travel guides that special-
ize in topics ranging from ... the foods of Italy to one that helps you explore the historical and 
architectural significance of Angkor’s famous temple structures in Cambodia.

Los Angeles Times




